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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE 
YEAR ENDED MARCH 3lst, 1941 


FOREWORD BY THE 
HON. TREASURER 


From a casual glance at our Accounts for the year ended 


31st March, 1941, our financial position would appear to be fairly ~ 


satisfactory, and, considering the grave financial problems which 
nearly all of us have to face in these anxious days, we must surely 
give thanks to God for His mercy in continuing to supply all our 


needs. But cnce again our subscriptions and donations show a 


heavy decline of some £70, though a legacy of £100 more than - 
makes up for this. 


-The loss of so many old supporters each year is surely a 
challenge to prayer, and if each of our subscribers would make it 
his or her business to recruit even one new member for the © 
Association, all our financial anxieties would be removed. Let us_ 
each work and pray for this. | 


J. H. WENHAM, 


Hon. Treasurer. 


3rd July, 1941. 
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WESTERN CHINA DIOCE 


Treasurer’s Receipts and Payments Account f 


RECEIPTS. 


To Cash at Bank (1/4/40): 
On Deposit Account __.... 


On Current Account 


£ 


10 14 4 


Interest on Deposit Account 
» Interest on War Loan 


5, Subscriptions, Donations and Collections. . 


», subscriptions specially earmarked, includ- 
ing £12 2s. 3d. from Australia for 


4, Collections, etc. Day of Prayer and Gifts 


Bulletin’ Subscriptions ... 


Total Contributions .. 


. Investment. 


£400 33% War Loan, 1952, standing in the names of 


J. H. Wenham, Rev. Prebendary H. W. Hinde and 


J. H. Mowill. 


£784 17 9 


Treasurer. 


214 14 9 
225 9 1 
i> 
2 
14 0 0 
4 
4 14 5 ? 
| 
+a 
an 
3 100 0 0 
4 9 
. 
$255 
es 


NIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 


count for the year ended 3ist March, 1941. 


PAYMENTS. 


By Grants to Bishops Houghton and Bevan as 
voted by Committee... .. 160 O 


, Grant to Bishop Song as voted by Com- 


,», Allowances to Bishop Song paid through 
C.M.S. -- 3110 0 


,, Bishop Ku’s Stipend, including £12 2s. 3d. 


,, Other amounts specially earmarked ee 47 11 O 
Total towards Diocesan Expenses 306 3 3 
Printing and Postage of “ Bulletin ”’ 


Printing, Postages, Meetings and Petties 
, Organising Secretary—Salary and Office 


., Fee and Expenses of Audits. 
| Total Home Expenses — 190 14 8 


oe Cash at Bank, 31st March, 1941: 
On Deposit Account... 1S. 6 
On Current Account (including legacy | 
— 


207 19 10 


£784 17 9 


We have audited the above Statement of Receipts and Payments 
and certify that it is in accordance with the books and vouchers 


and is correct. 
WOODMAN, COX & WILKINS, 
Accountants and Auditors. 


HERBERT A. COX, 
Chartered Accountant. 


24th May, 1941. 
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_ Letter from Bishop Bevan. ‘ 
Bishop’s House, 
Chiihsien, Szechwan, China. 
10th April, 1941. 
Dear Friends of the Diocese, | 


The time has come round again for me to write to you 
about this work in which we all have such an important 
part. My last letter was written from an inn on the road to 
Kwangyuan in the north of the Diocese ; this comes from 

a little steamship anchored alongside the hulk at Kweifu 
(now known as Fengkieh) at the very opposite end of the 
Diocese. It is really a troopship, but by courtesy of the 
captain and military officers in charge, whose cabin I am 
sharing, a passage has been given me, and to-morrow morn- 
ing we should be starting off and get to Wanhsien in the — 
afternoon. Just outside my cabin I can hear one of the 
soldiers on deck singing in English the chorus, “ Follow, 
follow, I will follow Jesus.” He must be an old Mission 
schoolboy whom I should get hold of to-morrow. 


From Kwangyuan we went round via Futsunyi to Nan- 
chung, passing on the way the former sleepy, but now busy, 
little city of Kienkoh. The transformation here, as in 
Kwangyuan, has been wrought by the opening up of the 
road from Chengtu to the north, but unlike Kwangyuan, 
where a new work has started alongside of the former local 

_ church work, there is, alas, no witness for Christ either 
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among the local folk or the many young men and women 


who, since the outbreak of war, have crowded up on 
Government service as engineers, technicians, managers in 
the multiplicity of new projects which have been started 
and are gradually revolutionising the life of Szechwan. 
Three days’ journey did we travel from Chaohua, near to 
Kwangyuan, right through to the far borders of Kienkoh 
county, before we came to another Christian group, the 
little church at Wangchiaho in the Futsunyi pastorate. There 
is real life there. From home to home the Gospel has been 
carried by those who have themselves believed, not through 
the efforts of Chinese or missionary evangelists, though 


these have faithfully followed up, and are not sparing 


themselves in teaching and pastoral work. With them, 
again, it is a case of opportunities exceeding strength to 
overtake them. Half a day we spent at Wangchiaho with 
a confirmation service in the morning, and then on to 
Yiianshanch’ang for another just before dusk. It was close 
on Chinese New Year, and folk were very busy, so it seemed 
best not to go to other places off our route but straight 


on to Futsunyi and so to Nanchung, where we spent a 


useful week-end with the Hannahs and Archdeacon Wang. 
Diocese, of the work in most of the stations, and of the 
workers, that one would love to have him always at the 

other end of a telephone. | | 


_In our life we have many amusing little incidents, and 
one has to be ready for anything. On the way from Nan- 


_ chung to Kwangan, we had to pass through Yochih, but | 
- were unable to reach the latter place for the night, though 


we did so next day by breakfast time. As we travelled 
along in the early morning, we made plans. We would have 
breakfast at an eating shop on the street and then just call 
in at the church and see Mr. Wang Sheng-mo. As we 
searched for a decent place to eat, a young man came up 
and said, “Is this the Bishop? Breakfast is all ready for 
you at the church, and people will be coming shortly for 
the service.” Wending our way to the church, there we 
found all as he had said. Hearing that I was due to pass 


_ that way, Mr, Wang had arranged to present candidates for 
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- confirmation. So we had our service without vats hurry, 


and got on the road again. 
Our visit to Kwangan was for a special event, the 


“marriage of Mr. Davis and Miss Henshall, of the B.C.M.S. 


It was a great pleasure to be present and to take part in 
the service, my wife playing the organ while I took the 
service with Mr. Wang Sheng-mo, who led the closing 
prayers. This is not the place to give a description of the 
ceremony, but I should say at least what pleasure it gave 
us to be there, and how we appreciated the attitude of the 
bride and bridegroom, who gave themselves to making it a 
happy occasion for their Chinese guests whose customs and 
outlook are so different from ours. An air raid alarm, just 
after the wedding and the feast which followed, sent us all 


out in the beautiful sunshine into the country, and gave the .. 


bride and groom a little chance for a walk together! — 


When we finally reached Chiihsien, it was almost the 
eve of Chinese New Year, and over the holiday I had just 
five days in which Mr. Pateman and I could catch up with 
outstanding correspondence and other work. This meant 
that even on New Year’s Day we had to keep at it, dictating 
and typing letters, while numbers of the crush of visitors 
crowded at the windows, having strayed from the preaching © 
being carried on in the courtyard. On the fourth day of the 
first month, January 31st, I set out again for Tahsien, to 
begin a long trip, lasting a whole month, round the churches 
in that area. -At almost every one of the twelve churches 
visited there were confirmations, baptisms and receptions. — 
On the long trip up to Wanyuan (Taiping) I had the 
pleasure of Mr. Temple’s company and help, but halfway 
back our ways had to separate. However, for the whole 
tour, Kueh Tai-hsuin, son of one of our old evangelists, 
Mr. Kueh En-san, accompanied me, and was a great help 
both in leading meetings and in open-air work in all the 


markets through which we passed; he is a prospective 


student for the Bible Institute, in its second year, and gives 
real promise of being a useful member of the ministry to 
which he wishes to dedicate his life. Elsewhere I shall write 
about the work all through that area, and so will not add 
more regarding what we found. 
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On this long and hard trip my wife did not accompany 
me, but was waiting for me on my return to Tahsien for 
the Ordination Retreat and the Spring session of the 
Diocesan Standing Committee. The addresses at the . 
retreat were taken by the two Archdeacons and myself. It 
was, I believe, a happy and helpful three days for the 


_ordinands, and for those of us present a good preparation 


for the Committee meetings following. On the Wednesday 
evening, March 5th, the remaining members of the Com- 
mittee arrived, and early next morning we held a service 
of Holy Communion, and at 9.30 met in council. The 
minutes of our session look very thin, and cannot 
adequately express the value of that three days together, 
facing the problems and needs of the Diocese. The number 


of applications from various pastorates for extra workers 


to be appointed showed how great was the need for rein- 
forcements, especially for more Chinese men and women 


.. workers ; about a dozen applications had to be pigeonholed, © 


as there was no one to send. Thank God we have now in 
the Bible Institute a few young men and women, among 
whom are some whose lives have been already dedicated to 
the work, and more are coming forward for training. 

Another fact which was faced with deep concern was that, | 
compared with some fifteen years ago, the present number 
of communicants stands at little over half. We could thank 
God that we are past the bottom of the curve and on the 
up-grade once more, but we felt the surpassing need of 
concentrating the prayer force of the Diocese on this great 
matter, that God would revive His work amongst us. So it 
was decided to Jaunch a Prayer Movement for Renewal, to 
begin at Whitsun and continue right through the Trinity 
season, and I am preparing special prayers to be used. 
You will all, I trust, join us in this. Among other business 
done was the important decision that the Bible Institute — 
should be moved to a more central location after the 
summer. Most encouraging reports of the first term’s work 
in the Institute and in the new Women’s School at Tahsien 
were received. Mr. Temple’s name was passed for ordina- 
tion, and he should be made deacon at Yingshan during © 
the next session of the Committee, on September 21st. 

On Sunday, March 9th, I held my first ordination, at 
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Tahsien, when Mr. Lo Yu-hsin, of Tachu, and Mr. T. E. 
Lloyd were priested, and Mr. Chen Nan-ih, of Siianhan, 
and Mr. A. L. Crockett, our Diocesan Secretary for 
Religious Education, were made deacons. The following 
day all the guests dispersed. For some ten days we had 
enjoyed the hospitality of the Skinners, and felt very grate- 
ful to them for the splendid way in which everything had 
been arranged. We ourselves stayed on for a few days, | 
working at correspondence, and then left for Kaihsien, 
visiting eleven churches there in all. From Kaihsien, my 
wife and I separated, she going on for a week or two’s work | 
in the Liangshan district, while I visited this end. Yiinan- 
ch’ang, Yiinyang and Fengkieh have been visited already. 
Here they seem a little like sheep without a shepherd. Mr. 
Snow, who was working here, has been kept so busy in 
Wanhsien that his visits have of necessity been paid only at 
long intervals, and now Mr. Wang Ming-hsioh, who has 
- been for a long time petitioning for a move, has been set | 

free. In Fengkieh, a deacon from the Hupeh Diocese, 
Mr. Lin Cheng-fuh, has been living and working well for 
some long time, but he will be moving up to Wanhsien 
soon for the sake of his children’s education. Do take 

these people specially on your hearts for prayer. 
From Wanhsien I expect to visit Liangshan, Tienkiang 
and so go on to Chungking for a week or so, returning via 
Linshui to Chiihsien for three weeks during the rice planting | 
_ season, and then up to Tanishan, Pachow and the Paoning 
district till after the summer, returning to Yingshan by 
September 20th for the autumn session of the Standing 


As I look back over these five months, I can thank 
God for His goodness, and for all our colleagues, Chinese. 
and missionary, especially the two archdeacons. Since re- 
turning to the province last November as Bishop, I have — 
travelled some five thousand li, mostly on:foot, and visited 
most of the pastorates and in some of them nearly every 
church. A couple of months ago I reckoned that I had 
slept in over forty ‘different beds, and by now must have 
added another twenty to the tale. Of all you, our friends 
at home, we get little news, and cannot but be anxious 


i 
i 
| 
4 
t 
i 


6 


sometimes as we read the news in general. That you con- 
tinue to pray for us I firmly believe, and as you do so, God 


_ will give the blessing that comes to those who forget them- 
-_ selves for the sake of others. To God’s gracious protection : 


we commit you. 
Yours in His service, 


K. G. BEVAN, Bishop. 


A Retrospect. 


_...’. It is not a feeling of old age creeping on that leads me 


to indulge in a retrospect, but an endeavour to evaluate — 
the work in one area at least. In February I visited right 


- through the old Suiting area, and on the return journey was 


led to compare what I saw on that trip with my experience 
on my first visit exactly twelve years before. At that time 
we had just passed through a time of opposition and perse- 
cution ; for three or four years the country churches had 
hardly been visited and it had been almost impossible to 
preach the Gospel openly. Many had grown cold, and 
faith and hope seemed almost to have been extinguished, 
except in a few individuals here and there. 

However, in the intervening years, from one country 


_church, Shuanghoch’ang, where for several years—because 


of flagrant sin among the Christians, mainly through opium 
—I dared not administer Holy Communion, three new 
centres have been opened. From another, Hsiapakow, 


_where services were just being restarted, but where I could 


never get more than one new inquirer to help me in preach- | 
ing to outsiders and the present leader was then a heathen, 


three more centres have been established. At Ch’ing- 


chich’ang, where services had altogether ceased, the work 


- has picked up again, and several new families have been — 


brought in. This is not to say that all is well by any means. 
Spiritual standards are in many cases low, some very prom- 
ising folk have backslidden, especially one who was the 
most spiritual leader in Sanchingmiao. But I have seen 
God at work through one and another to bring about such 


_ an awakening and extension as has been proceeding through 
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the last ten years. Let us praise Him, for it is His work, 
and be sure that He will fulfil His purpose for this district, 
and that He can work in the same way in any part 
of the Diocese in answer to such prayer as has gone up 
for the Suiting district. | | 


Now the churches in the Siianhan Cr unghsiang) county 
_ have been organised into a separate pastorate staffed entirely 
by voluntary leaders, and Mr. Chen Nan-ih has been 
ordained to take charge of this work. It has been a great 
joy to me to fulfil a plan which dates back ten years to — 
Archbishop Mowll’s time. As you pray for the work, please 
specially remember Mr. Chen in his new responsibilities. 


| 
Station Notes. 
Day 9. Kwangan. 
Mr. Mulrenan writes: “The past three months have 
provided the rather unusual experience of working a city 
_church from an out-station! It might be more correct to — 
_ say that every week-end Wang Teh-Shih, Dr. Armstrong or 
myself have gone into Kwangan to lead the service and 


preach. This has provided very good experience for the 
latter two of us. 


** The Kwangan church has suffered much from lack of 


_.regular workers since last autumn and some families have 


evacuated to the country, but nevertheless numbers have 
remained encouragingly steady, and there are signs here and 
there of hearts being touched for God. The most out- 


- standing is that of a Middle School student who has been 


most regular in attending services, and who, through 
friendly contacts, and above all the reading of the Gospels, 
seems to haye been soundly converted. 


‘** At Taishihch’ang revival is the great need, but some 
among the women are very keen and faithful, and a little 


x 


Sunday School, recruited from children off the street 
(mostly originally admirers of Master Frank Armstrong !) 
has, we are sure, been blessed of God. In spite of real 
‘persecution, some of the kiddies never failed to come. | 


.- Archdeacon Ts’ai passed through our district in early 
April, and I had the privilege of accompanying him for 
a week. One result of his visit to Taishihch’ang has been 
that we have since preached every market day on the street 
to attentive crowds, without meeting any of the open 
opposition which was said to exist towards street preaching 
the local powers that be.’ ” | 


Dr Armstrong: reports that the medical at 
_ Taishihch’ang was started under difficulties in October. “We 
had only a mud-floored room, and not much in the way 
of furniture. We have done a lot of medical work, how- 
ever, seeing on an average about 25 patients a day with 
fairly good results medically. The best results were 
obtained in minor operations, especially eye operations and 
- in septic cases. Several gun-shot wounds were treated in 
soldiers and others who got in the way of their rifles— 
all accidental, needless to say. One whose hand was shot 
to pieces with a bird gun came in on Christmas Eve while: 
we were making decorations prior to the Christmas Eve 
service—we missed the service as we had to remove one 
and a half fingers and put in forty odd stitches. He made 
a very good recovery and has a hand that he can use. More 
_ recently we had a boy, the son of a Christian, who caught 
a finger in the *‘ works’ of a machine gun fourteen days 
before we saw him. We amputated his finger and he was 
better and all healed up in a week. We also treated the - 
local ‘ general’s’ grandson and others of his relatives. 
Spiritually we have been disappointed. There has been a 
_ good deal of sowing but we have seen very little response, 
much less any fruit. The above-mentioned ‘ general’s ’ 
daughter-in-law showed a real interest, but since we gave 
her a New Testament at Christmas we have hardly seen 
her. Wang Teh-Shih and Mr. Mulrenan have shared the 
evangelistic work, but this has not been very satisfactory 
as the accommodation has been bad and the place where 
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they waited was too near the dispensary proper. As for 
future plans, we can only say that we have nothing definite 
in mind. We expect to be in Chiupansi until September or 
October, then either in Taishihch’ang again or in Kwangan. 
We shall need ‘a helper for the dispensary wherever we are, 
a sensible Christian girl, not too young, with a fair educa- 
tion, not ashamed to work and do dirty jobs.” 


Mr. Davis writes: “Soon after our marriage at 
Kwangan on January 22nd, my wife and I went up to 
Chiupansi near Tachu to build a bungalow for the summer 
use of B.C.M.S. Missionaries in this district. This was com- 
pleted in time for the Armstrongs and Mulrenans to move 
in on May 9th. Evangelist Wang Teh-Shih has since joined 
them as language teacher and they hope to make full use 
of him during the next few months. We have long needed 
a bungalow in the district, as such property as we have in — 
the local cities and villages would be quite unsuitable for 
the residence of foreigners one the summer heat.” | 


Day 10. Yoch’h. 


From Yoch’ih comes the news of the conversion of 
a woman first touched during the Mission held there in 
February last year by members of the Women’s Evangelistic 
Band. 


Day 11. Linshui. 


From Linshui comes news of the conversion of a 
business man who had long resisted the efforts and prayers 
of his Christian wife. This couple lived on the church 
premises for a time and the man was evidently deeply 
| impressed with the life of the Chinese worker there. 


Day 22. Chongpa. 

The Rev. P. A. Chang gives an account of the Chongpa 
Morning Watch and Friday Evening Evangelism. Every 
morning before dawn some Christians come to church to 
pray about the wars in Asia and Europe. They take it in 
turns to lead the meeting, and call on each other that they 
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may not become slack. The order of this little service is, 

confession, chorus singing, reading of the Bible with Marcus 
Ch’en’s commentary, and prayer. The Church has rented 
a little shop as a preaching hall, and every Friday evening 
the Christians come to help. Two join with the pastor in 
preaching, one arranges the lighting, and another gets the 
hall ready. Before the meeting there is a preparation class 
at which they discuss on what subjects they shall speak. 

The hall holds fifty people. At the close of the meeting, 
tracts are distributed and books sold. Sometimes people 
stay on afterwards to hear more about the Gospel. 


Day 23. Mienyang. 


The Rev. and Mrs. J. W. Duddington left for furlough __ 

in April. The Rev. T. H. Chen is now in charge of the 

_ parish. Mr. and Mrs. Duddington have been doing a big 
work among the students of a large school which has moved 
to Mienyang from Shantung. A mission was held for them 
in the early part of the year by the evangelistic band which 
is doing such good work under the leadership of Arch- 
deacon Donnithorne in Hanchow Parish. Mr. Duddington 
on the Sunday before he left baptised six students from 
this school. We ask your prayers for them and the other 
Christian students in Mienyang that they may be enabled to 
continue steadfast. 


Mr. Chen gives this account of the visit of the Han- 
chow evangelistic band. Each morning for a week there 
were meetings for educated people. Several hundred 
attended, of whom four-fifths were students. In the after- 
noon there were revival meetings for the Christians. In the 
evenings there were evangelistic meetings for people from 
the street. Over 80 names were given in for further instruc- 
tion. The results of the campaign were that the faith of the 
church has been strengthened, many Christians who had — 
fallen away have returned and of those inquirers whose 
hearts were touched, between ten and twenty are continuing 
to study the Gospel. 
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Day 24. Anhsien. 

This parish is now in charge of the Rev. Nelson Liu, 
who has come to the Diocese from Hankow. He sends an 
encouraging account of the work. The Church now has 
more educated leadership, and a new Vestry has been 
elected with a doctor as chairman. More services have been 
introduced, including a celebration of Holy Communion 
each Sunday at 7.30 a.m. when the number of communi- 
cants averages 15. The Sunday collections come to double 
the amount promised each month, An effort has been made 
to encourage non-Christian children to attend Sunday 
School, where the average attendance is 40. The Women’s 
M.S.L. has met each month under the leadership of Mrs. | 
T. K. Shen, wife of the Bishop of Shensi. During church 
time there is a service arranged by Miss Belcher and some 
of the Yo Teh girls for the children, thus enabling the 
parents to worship in peace. An endowment fund has been 
started and already amounts to over $340. On Christmas 
Day five women and four farmers were baptised; two 


students and one woman were admitted as catechumen. 


- One good which the evil of the war has brought to our 
Diocese is Mr. John Song, the capable Principal of the Yo © 
Teh School, who came from Peiping. Miss Belcher is 
““mother” to the school in more ways than one, and the 
girls go to her for their needs without hesitation. The Rev. 


of appreciation of the\school, the local Government has 
given $2,000 and t rents of the pupils $3, 000 to be 
used as a discretionary fund. ee 


Day 25. Mieacha. 


The Rev. S. E. Tuan has been laying special stress on 
the duty of self-support, and the parish has promised to 
contribute $500 to the Diocesan Self-Support Fund this 
year, which is double last year’s contribution. In addition, 
an endowment fund is being raised and has already reached 


P. T. Fu_has organised the Yo Teh Fellowship as a means 
of bringingNthe Christians together and leading non-Chris- 
- tian pupils to\Christ. Ten pupils, four girls and six boys, 
were confirmed recently and at Christmas four boys were 
baptised and fo irls received as catechumen. As a mark 
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the sum of $600, with promises for a great deal more. “The 


_ churchwarden has given a calf to the church which he is" 


going to sell when it is full-grown; and another man has 


promised a certain amount of rice each month. 


The Hospital has been treating a large number of 


- students from a Government school which has moved from 


Shantung to Mienyang and Tehyang. Several of these 


students have become interested in Christianity and have 
- been put in touch with the church at the place to which 
they have returned. Dr. Knights has been acting as Hos- 


pital Superintendent since February as a temporary 
measure ; but it is hoped that the problem of securing 


a first-class Chinese Medical Superintendent has now been 


solved, owing to the interest of Dr. C. C. Chen, of the 


Provincial Health Administration, who is a keen Christian. — 


The Government has a very fine medical policy for the 
whole Province, with the emphasis in future on preventive 
medicine ; and Dr. Chen has offered to release one of his 
most experienced doctors—also a Christian—to superintend 
the work of the Mienchu Hospital, provided that it will fit 


in as closely as possible with the Government policy, but | 


without in any way lessening its distinctively Christian char- 


acter. The Medical Board of the Mission will continue to 


have full control of the hospital policy ; but the Govern- 


~ ment will be allowed to appoint its own representative on 
this Board. Bishop Song is delighted at the prospect of 


getting such a fine worker as Dr. T’an for the Hospital, 
and C.M.S. has given general approval to the scheme ; but 
the leaders of other Missions were being consulted before 


making final arrangements, so that they might not be in any 


way involved in future by our taking this new step of ap- 
pointing a Government doctor to take charge of a Mission 


Hospital. The Government is in full sympathy with our 


desire to safeguard the distinctively Christian work of the 
Hospital ; and special care is being taken to ensure Cat 
this will not suffer in any way. 


Day 26. Tehyang. 

The Rev. S. C. T’ang gives an account of the New 
Year’s evangelism in this parish. From the beginning of 
the Chinese New Year celebrations, people came in great 
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numbers to hear the Gospel, and there was special preach- 

ing both in the morning and afternoon for two weeks. — 
Sometimes they sat till darkness fell and were unwilling 
to leave the preaching hall. So far as outward appearances 


went, they were all anxious to become Christians ; but in 
actual fact, of all the hundreds who heard the Gospel 


message, not one has dared make the decision to follow 
Jesus, and prayer is specially asked about this. After those 
two weeks, the workers went to a place six miles away in the - 


«country called Ho-chao-ch’iao, where Mr. T’ang stayed 
_ three days with a Christian who has lately made good pro- 


gress spiritually, and evangelistic work was done. The 
farmers are free in the evenings, and such numbers came 
then that the Christian’s house, unfortunately, was not 
large enough to hold them all. So far, it is impossible to 
say anything definite about the results of this work, but 
prayer is asked for it. 


Day 27. Hanchow. — 


The Rev. S. C. Wang writes : The Lord has pes 
many doors for the Gospel here. Not only do we have 


- Opportunities each afternoon and evening for giving our 


witness in the city, but each week we visit four branch 
churches. I am filled with thankfulness to God, and would 
ask you to join in thanksgiving and prayer for us. There 
have been the following new developments in the work. 
(a) Cripples’ Home evangelism. The Head of this Home 
‘was educated at a Christian school, and the Church’s rela- 
tionship with it is very close. A number of the cripples 
come to our services and Sunday School. We have now 
arranged to visit the Home every Tuesday. Out of the 90. 
cripples, 20 or 30 come regularly to hear the Gospel. 
{b) Gospel evening schools. For the last two years, we 
have had reading classes for women. There is a two-years’ 
course, and the women come twice a week. Now we find 
that there are a number of young men without education 
and without opportunity for study. They meet twice a 
‘week to learn to read and to learn about the Gospel; at 
present there are over 20 students, divided into four classes. 
(c) Women’s Bible Class. Besides the Hearers’ class on 


Monday the catechumen’s class on Tuesday and 
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Friday, we started last year a senior women’s Bible Class: 
for those who can read and help in the Church’s work. 
After an interval, this class re-opened on March 20th. 
There are usually between 10 and 20 members. (d) Recep-- 
tion of new members. At the Chinese New Year we had 
the joy of holding two services for the reception of catechu- 
men ; altogether, 47 were received, 10 men and 9 women 
from Hanchow on the first occasion, and on the second 
15 men and 13 women from the branch churches. | 

Day 28. Sintu. | 

The Rev. H. E. Keo writes: In spite of air raid alarms: 
and the constant rise in prices, the work here still progresses. 

_ For the New Year evangelism we had the help of a student. 
at the theological college. For two weeks we did con-. 
tinuous evangelism in the town and in the country. We 
distributed several thousand tracts and sold a oe number 
of Gospels. 

Miss Jones’ Infant Welfare Centre is prospering. Her 
house is also a centre for teachers and students in the 
Central Military Academy ; whenever one visits her, one 
generally finds some of them there. Between 20 and 30 of 
them come to her for English lessons, and twice a week 

_ she holds an English Bible class. She finds that she is able 
to dispose of as many New Testaments as the Bible Society 
can send her. Ten of these young men were baptised at oo 
Easter. 


Day 28. Chongchiang. 


Miss E. G. Elder writes : Pastor Lin taught English in 
the Government school for a term, as they could not find 
a teacher. One happy result has been. that several boys,,. 
who have finished the course in this junior middle school,. 
asked Pastor Lin to recommend them that they might take 

their senior middle school course at the Union Christian 
Middle School in Chengtu. 


Several country homesteads were visited by a team of | 

_ four or five during the Chinese New Year holidays ; and 
there was good attention to the Message. It is cheering that } 
four people, in a home visited last year and again this, 
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are now catechumen and come more or less regularly. to 
church, though it means walking six miles each way. 


Day 30. Chengtu. | 

The Rev. H. A. Maxwell writes: The preaching hall 
work is having good results. Those who have recently been 
won to Christ are in turn winning others, and the fellow- 
ship of believers is warm and attractive. Among those 
who have come through to a vital faith is an officer who 
has been through eighteen battles, including a very bitter 


one at Shanghai at the beginning of-the war. He had not | 


heard the Gospel till he came to us, and on the third 
night that he attended one of our meetings, his heart was 
opened to the incoming Christ, and he joined in spon- 
taneous and grateful prayer to his newly-found Saviour. 
On Friday afternoons C.M.S. missionaries and a few 
Chinese members of the S.K.H. who speak English meet at 
the Campus to discuss the Madras book on “ Evangelism.” 
Some of the discussions that have followed have been 
very helpful and we hope that they will lead to some definite 
results, such as, for instance, the broadcastingj of the 
Christian message over the Chengtu wireless once/again. 


The Rev. A. F. Lutley has a very full progtfamme of 
lectures at the Theological College, where his work is much 
appreciated, and both Miss Streeter and Miss Hensman 
speak of great encouragement in their student work. Dr. 
and Mrs. Parfit are taking an increasing share in health 
work, and Miss Jackman is making good progress in lan- 
guage study. 
| Deaconess E. L. Stewart writes: Last ‘cae we 
opened a Women Workers’ Training School on this com- 
pound to serve the West Szechwan Diocese. The students, 
though few in number, are, in the course of their training, 
_ making their contribution to the work of the parish. In — 
the preaching hall, inquirers’ classes and courtyard evan- 
gelism they are continually at work ; and also have their 
opportunities in visiting the hospital and the Blind School. 
The course of training is to be three years, of which two 
will be spent in the school and one in a parish under 
supervision. At the end of this time they hope to receive 
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the Bishop's Recognition Certificate. The standard of 
education expected is Junior High School, though in excep- 
tional cases we would take students with outstanding gifts or 
experience who had not had the advantage of this grade. 
Please pray that these girls may develop into valuable 
workers for Christ and His Church. 

More recent news than the above tells of the destruc- 
tion of the beautiful St. John’s Church by Japanese bombs, 
and. of damage to the Bishop’s house and other property. 
The ‘“ Chengtu News Letter ” says : “ This church has been 
a strong centre of influence among students in Chengtu, and 
Bishop Song has often had it filled to overflowing with 
crowds of non-Christian students whom he attracted to hear 
the Christian message.” 

Those who met Mr. Lo Chung-shu while he was in 
England will be glad to know that, since his return to take 
up his old position of Dean of Arts in the West China 
Union University, he is having a fine Christian influence 
both in University and Church life. On account of the air 
raids, his wife and children have left Chengtu and gone to 
_ Anhsien, where she is teaching on the stall of the Yo Teh 
(C.M.S.) School. 


_ The Rev. K. C. Phillips has taken a chaplaincy in the. 
R.A.F., as it was impossible for him to return to China 
with the family just now. He left recently on a troopship 
for some place overseas ; and will be glad of prayer for 
help to take full advantage of his opportunities among 
the airmen. 


Miss S. Gowar arrived in England from Canada on 
July 30th for the remainder of her furlough. Miss Rose 
Allen and Miss Warren also arrived by the same boat. They 
were in a large convoy of 100 ships which covered an area 
of 34 sq. miles, and took just over a month to come. Miss 
Allen and Miss Warren are retiring from the work in China. 


The Rev. Theo. Benson has been appointed to work 
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among officials in Chungking at the request of a Chinese 
Christian official there. There is a great opportunity among 
this class in China’s wartime capital. 


The Rev. G. H. Aldis will take Mr. Benson’s place in 
the Bible Training Institute at Paoning. 


Dr. Sir Ivor Beauchamp is at present helping the 
J ackson doctors in Shanghai until a passage is available . 
to England. , 


Mr. and Mrs. Crockett are aa to come on fur- 


lough shortly. 


News has been received | by cable that Miss Johansen, 
of Pachow, who was retiring from China and hoping to 


return to Sweden, suddenly passed away in Shanghai on 
July 24th. She was beloved and revered by a large circle 


of both Chinese and missionary friends. 
The engagement is announced of the Rev. D. N. 


- Sargent to Miss Imogene Ward, daughter of Bishop Ward, 


of the Methodist Episcopal Church of America. Miss 
Ward was born in Fukien ; and went to Chengtu with the 
staff of the University of Nanking soon after the beginning 
of the war with Japan. She is at present in the U.S.A. 


Miss B. Hensman, who is due to leave West China for 
furlough, has been awarded a scholarship for study in 
America, so will spend most of her time there. 

_ The Rev. and Mrs. J. W. Rudd sailed for West China 
in June, and hope to take the Duddingtons’ place in Mien- 
yang after reaching Szechwan. 

News has just been received of the birth of a daughter | 
to Mr. and Mrs. Mulrenan, of the B.C.M.S. 


Day of Gifts. 


The annual Day of Prayer and Gifts was held on 
Wednesday, June 25th last, when a small number of friends | 
gathered in the Hall of the Mary Sumner House, Tufton 
Street, Westminster. 

The General Committee met at 2.30 p.m., when the 
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appointment of the Rev. W. H. Aldis as Bishop Bevan’s 
Commissary for Eastern Szechwan was reported, and the 
Hon. Treasurer presented the audited accounts of the 
D.A.W.C. which, in spite of a satisfactory balance in hand 
mainly due to a legacy of £100, showed a drop in receipts 
during the financial year of some £70.. 

The Committee was immediately followed’ by the 
Annual Meeting of the Association, at which Preb. H. W. 
Hinde, who presided, said he often wondered if we realised 
sufficiently the importance of the cause of Christ in Western 
_ China at the present time. -So many students and others 
have gathered there from all over China ; but this will not 
be a blessing unless the Church can take advantage of the 
opportunity to make a real impact on University life. The 
war, in which Christian nations are engaged, is a grave 
stumbling block to many of these students ; and they will 
not be won by any mass Christianity, but by a Christianity 
which is a real, living force. Only new birth means new 
life. 


The Chitin then called on Mrs. K. C. Phillips, of 
the C.I.M., who spoke of the various methods of evan- 
gelistic work in the villages of Eastern Szechwan. The 
work in Lanch’1, for example, was begun by the opening 
of a small dispensary. At first the people were sca 
but gradually confidence was gained and there were oppor- 
tunities to speak of the Lord. The first family to take down 
their idols became the nucleus of a little Christian church, 
and services are now being carried on by Chinese. As the 
peopie learn, they tell others, and so the work spreads ; but 
‘we at home need to pray more and to care more, so that 
more may learn of Jesus Christ. 

The Rev. D. N. Sargent, of the C.M.S. in Weitern 
Szechwan, spoke mainly of the work among students, 
and of the change of outlook since he went to China six 
years ago. Then, science was all the students wanted ; now, 
it is difficult to find time for all the Bible classes for which 
they ask and to get enough Bibles and Testaments through 
the J apanese blockade to supply the demand. There are 
three main reasons for this change : 

1. The war. They see that J apan has science, but is 
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using it only for evil and destruction ; and they see 
the need for some spiritual force for good. 

2. Many have seen in the lives of Christians courage and 
a triumphant joy in suffering. 

3. They have seen the Christian Chaarch taking a lead in 
the relief of suffering—organising refugee camps, etc. 
Recently, when Christian students took the largest 

theatre in Chungking for a performance of Handel’s 
_ “* Messiah,” the Executive Committee of the Chinese 
“Government held its meeting two ho ra earlier in order 
to be able to attend; and at the close, Dr. Kung, the 
Finance Minister, explained the message of the “ Messiah ” 
to the packed audience, telling them that the only hope for. 
‘China was in Christ. _ 
The closing intercessions were led by the Rev. W. H. 
Aldis, Home Director of the C.I.M. 
The financial results of the Day again showed a slight 
‘drop in the receipts, Which amounted to £49 11s. Od. ; but 
we are most Apuaaiag to all the ‘generous donors wae con- 


tributed to this sum. 


Editorial Note. 


In his address at the Annual Meeting of the D.A.W.C. 
last June, our Chairman, Preb. Hinde, emphasised afresh 
the importance of the situation in Western China at the 
present time for the cause of Christ. Since then, he has 
‘called the Editor’s attention to a report on “The Great 
Migration and the Church in West China,” issued under 
the auspices of the Nanking Theological Seminary and the 
National Christian Council of China, which makes very - 
plain the responsibility and the greatness of the oppor- 
tunity with which the Church is faced. The following notes 
_ have been gleaned from that Report, and are passed on as 
* :a call to renewed prayer and effort from us all on behalf 
of the work and the workers in whom we are so much 
interested in Western China. 

Perhaps the most outstanding effect of the Sino- 
Japanese war so far has been that “one of the great 
Migrations of history has been taking place in China... . 
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Uncounted millions ‘have been driven from their homes by 
military aggression,’ and “every province of China has 
been affected by this vast movement of population.” This 
migration has affected every class of society; but while the 
poorer. people have not been able to go very far from their 
own districts, the upper middle class has trekked in vast 
numbers into the western and south-western part of China — 
during the last three or four years. “ Especially in Yunnan, 
Kweichow and Szechwan provinces, the most conspicuous 
elements in the large influx of population have been from 
the official, the educational and the organised industrial 
classes.” This has been due largely to the movement of 
Government agencies and the seat of Government itself to. 
“Free China,” and to the general movement of educa- 
tional institutions to the west from the coastal provinces | 
where previously they had been most thickly located. _ 
This migration has resulted in an increase in literacy 
in the more backward western provinces, a raising of the 
standards of living, and the introduction of new social — 
standards and practices. Projected railways, such as the 
Yunnan-Szechwan railway, which is to connect Kunming 
with Chengtu across eastern Yunnan, Kweichow and 
Western Szechwan, and roads, of which several new ones 
have been opened across Szechwan, have brought new 
developments in industry and transportation ; and the new 
radio stations which have been constructed at Chungking, 
Chengtu, and other large cities are bringing the world’s 
news into countless towns and villages. 
Dealing with the effect of immigration on Mong Church, 
_ the report states that “it is to be remembered that as a 
whole the Church throughout the west and south-west is in 


_ the primitive period of development as compared not to 


its history but to the Church in China as a whole... and. 
that in several respects the Szechwan Church at the 
beginning of the war was less popular numerically and 
less apparently alert than it was some years earlier.” 
Various explanations may be given for this, and it may 
well be that “there was much outward form where there 
was comparatively little inner life, and that . . . there is 
now a more genuine Church life, a more firmly laid founda- 
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tion for a Church structure, than existed ten years ago.” 
There seems no doubt, however, that, before the immigra- 
tion of Church leaders from other parts of the country, 

“there was a genuine dearth of capable, well-trained men | 
in the ministry. . . . The first striking evidence of this situa- 
tion at present is the eagerness with which immigrant 
pastors have been thrust into pastoral responsibilities both 
in the old churches and where new congregations are being 
organised.” 


This dearth of well-trained, well-educated Chinese 


= pastors has meant that the Church in West China was but 


mature Christians among the immigrants. “For the 
_ Christian element in the immigrant population was truly 
conspicuous. It was conspicuous by its high character, 
by its large group of tried and capable leaders in every 
walk of life, and by its very numbers.” They are “a 
church-going crowd,” and their presence has made a con- — 
siderable difference in the communities to which they have 
gone. They “know what to expect in a well-run church. 
They are accustomed to decorum and some good preaching 

. these immigrant Christians seem to have developed a 
taste and an expectation for something better than they are 
finding. . . . The result is a good deal of dissatisfaction 
among immigrant Christians with the type of Church they 
have found in the west.” 


One of the most interesting groups among these immi- 
grant Christians is formed by the large number of students 
and graduates of Christian schools ; and one of the main 
- problems which is exercising the minds of Christian workers © 
in West China at the present time is “whether local © 
churches can make their services attractive enough to draw 
_ these alumni into the churches, and whether, if they draw 
them, they can give them sufficient work. and responsibility 
within the church .. . to keep them actively and happily 
interested in the church ; or whether . . . the alumni must 
be encouraged for their own spiritual welfare to organise 
their own church life in such a way as to provide for their 
spiritual nurture and a scope for worth while religious 
activity.” | 


-prepared tO deal With the farge number Of relatively 
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For us, a paragraph in the Report dealing with “ the 
_ spread and vigor ofthe Sheng Kung Hui approach to the 
immigration problem” is encou g. “ This is one of the 
outstanding features of the situation strikes the visitor. 
to the west. It is exceptional. _No other i 
responded in the same way. No oth 
shows anything like the same active interest in the situation 
that has developed.”” Yet even so, “ members of the Sheng 
Kung Hui have deprecated the fact that while so much 
attention and effort have been given to providing for the 
_ church life of its immigrants, no parallel effort has been 
made in education and medical service” and, that, when 
the war is over and large numbers of the immigrants return 
to their own homes, “ much of this church effort will prove 
to be superficial with no roots struck down into local soil.” 
“The Church has a major problem to provide an adequate, 
permanent leadership for this developing Church” ; and it 
seems clear that such future leadership must come from the 
west itself and not depend on the immigrant Christians. _ 
- This leads to the conclusion “ that the character of the 
future Church in western China will be determined largely 
by its Chinese leadership. . . . That these years of the war 
period when such radical changes are taking place in every 
_ sphere of life are formative and crucial for the Church is 
almost as obvious.” Surely this is, for us of the D.A.W.C., 
a Clarion call to action. God has entrusted us with the 
privilege of being’ able to strengthen the hands of His 
workers in Szechwan who are facing all these problems and 
opportunities. Now is the time when the Church there can 
learn much from its immigrant pastors and other Christian 
- leaders which may help in training its own leadership for 
the years to come. Now, too, is the time when the Church 
there can seek to win for Christ many among the immigrant 
officials, business men, students and others who do not yet — 
know Him personally, and who may have such tremendous 
influence in building the new China to which all are looking 
forward in the days to come. Whether that new China is to 
be Christian or not surely depends, humanly speaking, on 
our faithfulness now to the cause of Christ in that land, 
and largely on what is happening now among the vast 
population, native and immigrant, of Western China. | 
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Prayer Cycle. 


EASTERN SZECHWAN: 


LANGCHUNG (PAONING). TANISHAN. 


TS’IEN-FUH-CH’ANG. 

ILUNG, TSANGKI, KIENKOH. 

KWANGYUAN, CHAOHWA | 

PACHUNG (PACHOW), NANCHIANG, TUNGRIANG 


_NANPU, FU-TSUN-I, YENTING. 


YINGSHAN, CHOWKOV . 
NANCHUNG (SHUNKING), HSICHUNG. 


KWANGAN. 
YOCH’IH. 


KUAN-IN-KOH, LINSHLi. 
CHUHSIEN. WU-CHIA-CH’ANG. 
TACHU. 
TAHSIEN, SUANHAN. 


. WANYUAN, CHENGKOW. 


LIANGSHAN, TIENKIANG. 
KAIHSIEN, WEN-T’ANG-TSING, LIN-KIANG-SHIH. 


WANHSIEN. 
FENGKIEH (KWEIFU), YUNYANG, YUIN-AN-CH’ANG. 


| WESTERN SZECHWAN : 


MOWCHOW. | 

P’ING-WU (LONGAN). KIANGYU. 
CHONGPA. 

MIENYANG (MIENCHOW). 
ANHSIEN. 

MIENCHU. 

TEHYANG. 

HANCHOW. 

SINTU. _ 

CHONGKIANG. 


. CHENGTU. 


UNOCCUPIED PLACES. 


20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
| 25. 
27. 
29. 
| 30 
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Special Subjects for 
Thanksgiving and Intercession. 


LET US THANK GOD 


For the faithful witness of many simple country Christians. 
For the crowds who heard the Gospel during the Chinese New Year 
season. 


For the helpful ordination retreat; ; and for those mer 
ordained. 


For encouraging reports of the first year’s work at the Bible 
Training Institute in Paoning and the Women’s School at Tahsien. 


For new life and progress in the old Suiting area. For progress 
in the Kwangan district, and the starting of medical work at 


_ Taishihch’ang. For His blessing on the meetings recently held 


in Mienyang. For the progress of the Church and School in 


Anhsien; and for new developments in the Hanchow work. 


_.-For His provision of Dr. T’an as Medical — for 


the Mienchu Hospital. 


For His blessing on the recent Day of Prayer and Gifts; and 
His provision for the needs of the Diocesan Association during the 


past financial year. fal 


LET US PRAY. 
‘That God will guide about the work in the Kienkoh area and 


will raise up witnesses for Himself there. 


For all who heard the Gospel message during the New Year 
evangelism, that the Holy Spirit may water the seed sown in many 
hearts and cause it to bear fruit. For all who have been recently 
received as catechumen, baptised or confirmed, that they may remain 


' faithful and be real witnesses. for Christ. 


- That God will call out the new workers who are so sorely 
needed; and that He will greatly bless and answer the Prayer 


Movement for Renewal now in progress in East Szechwan. 


For the needs of the Siianhan Pastorate, and for Mr. Chen 
in his new responsibilities there. 

For God’s special guidance and sieiine in the new venture 
in connection with the Mienchu Hospital; and for blessing on the 
Women Workers’ Training School in Chengtu. 

For all who have been suffering from recent air raids in the 
Province. That, if it be God’s will, it may be possible soon to 
rebuild St. John’ s Church in Chengtu. 

For the Rev. K. C. Phillips in his work among airmen; and for 


_the Rev. T. Benson working among Chinese officials in Chungking. 
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Pe ALmtonTy God, the Father ‘of our Lord Jesus Christ, we 
thank Thee for Thy great love in redeeming us unto 


- Thyself. by the precious blood of Thy dear Son and for the — 
gift of -Thy sanctifying Spirit. May we show our love to 
_ Thee. ‘by loving the souls ‘for whom Christ died, and by | 
~ seeking to make known His glorious. salvation-- throughout _ 
the world. We pray Thee to send down Thy heavenly 
Sars blessing upon Thy servants, the Bishops and pastors of Thy 
- flock in Western China, and all who are _associated with 
them in their work for Thee. May Thy presence be with 
our missionary brethren and sisters who are seeking to 
bring the knowledge’.of Thee to those who know Thee not. 
May Thy Holy : Spirit bless and prosper all their work and 
bring it. to good success. We pray for those who have 
been baptised .into Thy faith, fear and love that they may. 
grow in grace and in the knowledge of Thee. We pray 
also for those who know Thee not-that they may ‘be drawn 
by the cords of Thy Fatherly love to faith®:in our Lord — 
- Jesus Christ, that they and we may. work and pray together 
for the return of our ming to establish 


| Finally, we pray that Thou wouldest 


all who are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other 

- anxiety; cheer and encourage all who are in special need: of 
Thy help; and bring both them and us«to 
Kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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The Bulletin 1S. times a year, and i is sent 
free of charge to all subscribers of 5/- and over to the — 


- funds of the Diecesan Association. . Others who wish 
for the Magazine can obtain ‘it from the Organising 


Secretary on payment of 2/- per annum (to include — 
postage). Residents in Canada, Australia or New — 
Zealand, however, should apply to the respective Sec- 
retaries in those countries, whose names appear inside ; 


the front cover of the Magazine 
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N.B. P’ingwu and K langyu, although in the Diocese of Western Szechwan, are stations of the C.1L.M. 
Church Army representatives are working under the C.M.S. in Western Szechwan. 
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